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_ON EDUCA'HON / Elise Epner

Harry, Samantha 2

I could hear the mom’s blood '-
boiling, despite the spotty cell

phone service as she diove
through Westport’s dead zone.

* She told nie about her agonizing

Thanksgiving, watching her son
- stare blankly-at the computer for
. four days without accomplish-
ing the ‘supplemental college
application essay. “Didn’t you

hear his fattier's ‘screaming all
the way to Fairfield?” she asked. -
Knowing that T -was meetmg

with the student that afternoon,

. fhe parent. begged me to “work e

- my magic™

Yet later that ciay, somehow as
the boy - chatted about  the

improbable interception sealing.

his football team’s victory and

his Bucknell' dnswer. “And -then,

_tweaking it a bit, he’d have the
- lovely Tufts self-xdentlty essay
“ thai-had been eludmg him. -

_“Maglc‘?” T smlrked ‘as

“Sorry,” 1 sald quxckly, mak— i

ing " clear.
Potteresque SOrcery. up iy

- sleevey no-sortmg hat in my'

.. office. .

there - -was  no - ingth

"'kmder, blonder 1mage for. thls'_ A

~ bald charlatan behind the cur-
S taim. . SoTwondered; Why are mde— -
. giggled about his sister’s col-
- lege gossip, he sketched out the -
. esgay at my desk. Before my tea
.. -had even cooled, he realized he -
. could add an anecdote to pastof - -

. that - were powerful enoug'
break down the ‘wall .of :silence:

o teenager _I'laughed

Llld e

old-woinan  that the enfeebled,* . their assignmenits on deadhne

| ".she suggested

“Magzc?” 1 askcd, pracm:mg &

i}
e e AT

in a plewous hfe.

around - ‘her closed~rﬁ0utha

private high schools for ne

on colleges toar camjpuses, and
" speak to lots of admissions offi-

college newspapers - to -admis:

psgtgncer _the LT

time keeping Kids on task and

,pendent educatxonal consultants_-; B

'Why are’ ‘so many applzcams i tion, . this. moth

ut 201‘-' _Dércent. natmnw:de'j' :

iore than 10- pubhc 3

tins year alone: Yes; we read up -

. cers. Perusing everything from

. sion officer blogs to education
periodicals. we keep current on_' '

family, Nolhisfdry. No baggage.

. Simply put, independent edu-

. cafional consultanis specializing
“in “college admissions remove
- -parents -from the firing line of
-+ . this incendiary process. -

S, as we ended‘our conversa-
'{‘pmmnsed to
call ~“when’ her ‘aughter, a

'_.;Staplcs junior, " teceived her

PSAT scores thisfionth. I'm in

... their spced dial now, just ahead
~of the cardiologist. She'll call
_me first when her blood- starts
-bubbling, confident that I'll

magically get the kid to study
SAT vocabulary and plan for
college.
. Elise Epner, MA, J'D LLC, js
educatmnaf consultant spe-
llege admissions
preparanon in




